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From horse history to the future of the horse industry, Equine Science, second edition is replete with

chapter topics and special features designed to make teaching and learning about horses easier for

instructors and students. Chapters are well-organized and cover a wide range of topics such as

breeds, anatomy, movement, nutrition, health management, behavior, training, and equitation.

Attention is also given to management practices, business aspects, and career opportunities.

Chapters start with a list of learning objectives to help students identify main concepts. Key words at

the beginning of each chapter prompt students to look for these in the reading where they are

defined. Sidebars, tables, charts, graphs, and illustrations also enrich the material and provide

important references at-a-glance. Review questions, activities, and Web site resources at the end of

each chapter give students the opportunity to test their understanding and apply what they learn.
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Chapter 1: History and Development of the Horse. Chapter 2: Status and Future of the Horse

Industry. Chapter 3: Breeds, Types and Classes of Horses. Chapter 4: Cells, Tissues, and Organs.

Chapter 5: Functional Anatomy. Chapter 6: Biomechanics of Movement. Chapter 7: Unsoundness.

Chapter 8: Selecting and Judging Horses. Chapter 9: Determining Age, Height, and Weight of

Horses. Chapter 10: Genetics. Chapter 11: Reproduction and Breeding. Chapter 12: Digestion and

Nutrition. Chapter 13: Feeds and Feeding Horses. Chapter 14: Health Management. Chapter 15:
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Care. Chapter 18: Buildings and Equipment. Chapter 19: Horse Behavior and Training. Chapter 20:

Equitation. Chapter 21: Business Aspects. Chapter 22: Career Opportunities. Glossary. Appendix.

Rick Parker is President of the National Agricultural Institute and Director of the National Association

of Colleges and Teachers of Agriculture (NACTA). Formerly a division director and instructor at the

College of Southern Idaho for two decades, he taught biology, food science, and animal science. He

also worked as the Director for AgroKnowledge, the National Center for Agriscience and

Technology Education, a project funded by the National Science Foundation. Currently, Dr. Parker

is also the Editor for the peer-reviewed NACTA Journal, which focuses on of teaching and learning

scholarship. An experienced author, Dr. Parker has published a number of Cengage Learning texts,

including Aquaculture Science, Introduction to Plant Science, Fundamentals of Plant and Soil

Science, Introduction to Food Science, and Equine Science. He also co-authored Fundamentals of

Plant Science.

We live on a ranch and I homeschool my two daughters (ages 14 & 16) who are excellent horse

women. This text book is well written, contains great images and has excellent course work. Love

that the information is in a format experienced and non-experienced horse lovers will appreciate.

Also gives tons of education extension ideas and websites. Great textbook or horse book in general.

Probably the best book in my whole library on Horses!!!.....NOT good reference for doctoring horse

problems, but GREAT book for farmers taking care of horses..... a great book....

This book is well-written, easily comprehendable, and organized well. It is great for high school age

without being so complex that it would be better suited to college. It has lots of illustrations, tables

and other information to make it easier to comprehend and more useful in everyday life.One

reviewer I read lamented that there was no resource with Question Keys, Tests, and Test Keys.

There is!! It is called Classmasters and is on CD Rom. My copy has not yet arrived, so I cannot

vouch for it. I have only one small complaint: this is the third edition, and a couple times the

questiions at the end of the chapter asked about subjects no longer found in the text. Otherwise, this

is a great choice.

I bought this book for my 17 year old daughter to supplement her equine mentorship program for

homeschooling. What an outstanding textbook. Very well organized and attractive photos. Can



easily be used for about 8th grade through 12th grade. The only downside is that there are no

answers to the questions at the end of the chapters and no teacher's guide. This is definitely a

textbook format and we both love the book. I have been homeschooling for 16 years and this is one

of the best I have seen in a long time. You won't be sorry you bought it.

This book is fantastic Colorado State University is now requiring it for their Intro to Equine Science

class. That says a lot since CSU has the best Equine Science program in the country. (plus buying it

on  is cheaper than the book store even with over night shipping)

Easy read and informative, great reference and text book!

Learned a lot from this book...never knew much about horses, but this book walks you thru without

overwhelming you. Which is much appreciated when studying several subjects at once!!

Book is so out of date with numerous mistakes and bad information.
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